. Several gap junction proteins have been identified, and there is evidence for tissue specificity of expression (Beyer et al., 1987; Paul, 1986; Risek et al., 1990) . In the myometrium, connexin43, expression of the gap junction protein, has been demonstrated (Risek et al., 1990) . Large numbers of gap junctions are present in the myometrium of rats, rabbits, guinea pigs, humans at parturition, sheep and but are scarce or absent in the non-parturient myometrium (Demianczuk et al., 1984; Garfield et al., 1977 Garfield et al., , 1979 Garfield et al., , 1982 Garfield and Hayashi, 1981 (Fig. 3) .
Northern
Blot Analvsis. Total RNA isolated from the cultured myometrial cells hybridized strongly with the connexin43 probe but not with the connexin32 probe (Fig.  4) et al., 1990; Trosko et al., 1990) (Fig. 4) 
